Betty Bigombe, former Ugandan parliamentarian and government minister, was the chief peace negotiator between the Government of Uganda and Lord's Resistance Army (LRA). Her mediation efforts (1993-1994, 2004-2006) brought numerous face-to-face meetings between the parties, creating momentum for current peace negotiations; Mediator of the Trust Fund for War-Affected Children in Uganda.

Now on sabbatical at the United State Institute of Peace in Washington, D.C, Senior Consultant, Social Protection Sector, World Bank
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The Africa Students Association at George Mason University is a non-discriminatory body whose mission is to educate with the intention of enlightening the GMU community on the cultural diversity of its students. ASA fulfils this role by holding meetings, hosting forums, attending other campus ASA events and presenting cultural events to the larger GMU community.  The African Student Association’s mission statement is to “To promote cultural and social awareness of the African people amongst the entire student and faculty of George Mason University by facilitating better communication and understanding between African people and all other members of the university community.”
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The Africa Students Association will collaborate with the Black History Month Board and the Mason Project on Immigration at George Mason University to celebrate African experiences by hosting a panel discussion on children affected by conflict in Africa. The theme of this dialogue is “Children Affected by War: Transcending from Victimhood to Active Peace building”
The purpose of this initiative is to explore the experiences of war and violence through the eyes, voices and personal memories of the youth who lived through and experienced them. It is envisioned that such a process will educate, engage the youth and general populace about global issues through public education.


Kimmie Weeks, has worked to alleviate poverty and human suffering in Africa and around the world since he was fourteen. Weeks was born in Liberia, West Africa in 1981. At the young age of nine he came face to face with civil war, human suffering, and death. These experiences encouraged Kimmie to follow a path where he could make a difference and ensure a world where all children have access to food, medicine and shelter.
Over the years, Weeks has formed partnerships and led organizations that have provided education to over one million students in West Africa, lobbied the disarmament of over 20,000 child soldiers, and provided health care and recreation supplies to children. 

Today, after graduating from Amherst College, Kimmie continues on a mission to protect children from war, as a founder and director of Youth Action International in New York
Monique T. Bagirimvano is the President of the African Students Association at George Mason University.  She is also a member of the African Women Cancer Awareness Association (AWCAA), a position which allows Monique to participate in the enhancement of health service delivery in African countries through fundraising.  Monique’s journey in life has been one of courage, accomplishment and conviction for good. Monique is a Rwandese born in USA and raised in Rwanda, where at the age of 14, she was confronted with the realities of civil war. The 1994 genocide in Rwanda resulted in family disruption, death, squalor and misery which Monique witnessed at a tender age. After surviving the genocide, Monique came to the United States where she joined the US Navy. This position equipped Monique with an opportunity to appreciate and experience different cultures during her assignments. Monique had visited more than 22 countries and from this exposure she emerged as a young person who is replete with humanity and desire to improve people’s social conditions. From the US Navy, Monique enrolled at George Mason University and she now majors in Conflict Analysis, a decision that was influenced by her experiences in Rwanda. Currently, Monique is active on issues of poverty reduction, gender equality, child welfare and rights.  She has a passion for understanding and addressing sexual violence during wartimes. 



Grace Akallo, a World Vision spokesperson, was kidnapped October 9, 1996 at the age of 14 by the LRA, along with more than a hundred of her classmates at St. Mary's College in Aboke. For seven months, Ms. Akallo was held in captivity by the LRA, held in bondage as a child soldier and given as a 'forced concubine' to a senior LRA commander. Now a student at Gordon College, Akallo has spoken on Oprah, CNN and before numerous U.S. government committees about her abduction and experiences in the LRA as well as about the situation in northern Uganda.

John W. Leek from Southern Sudan, one of the “Lost boys of Sudan”; John came to the US in 2001 from Northern Kenya where he lived in the Kakuma refugee camp from 1992-2001.   The Refugee Resettlement Agency brought him to Arlington, VA where he attended Arlington Mill High School.  Mr. Leeks is currently working full time and attend NOVA majoring in accounting.  He has been involved in different dealings trying to raise awareness on the issues that the youth face in Darfur, Southern Sudan and the outside refugee camps.  He has met with Secretary of state Colin Powell on these issues.
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